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MUSE Arts is an artist-run, community arts
organization focused on creating spaces and
engaging communities meaningfully and
actively in hands-on, high-quality arts
education integrated to issues of social
justice. 

Our organization also supports emerging
artists from equity-seeking groups to
showcase their work and access
opportunities for professional development.

About us
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Overview:

There was a third program supposed to run in partnership with COSTI. MUSE
Arts’ team was able to facilitate the first workshop. However, by the second
week of the program, there were no kids in the shelter on the established day
as they started a summer camp program. COSTI staff did not notified us
about this situation and we had to cancel the program as there were no other
days available to do so. 

This program had an impact in over 50 kids during 2022. 
We were able to explore a different format of the workshops as Nancy Ospina
was leading the one at the Creative Lab, where they explored creativity
through nature. 

This program aims to engage the younger artists-in-the making in our
communities in exploring their creativity and celebrating their unique gifts and
talents. It’s a program that brings every year visual art workshops to kids living at
different shelters and transitional housing in Toronto. 
In 2022, we were able to run two in-person versions of this program. Our Creative
Lab hosted one edition, and the second one was ran at Birkdale Residency from
September to November.

Workshops: 14
Facilitators: 5
Participants: 55
Used art forms: Mixed media, painting,  illustration, origami, storytelling
Partners: Birkdale Residency, COSTI
Funders: Toronto Arts Council, Ontario Arts Council, Canada Council

Important to note:

Successes: 
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Our world of a 
Thousand COlours
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Our world of a 
Thousand COlours



Ties to community 
Artist Spotlight
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Artist Spotlight 
Every Friday during February and March

Artist Spotlight was a space for artists to perform and showcase their art.
Through a 15 minute curated online space, shared in all of our social
platforms (Instagram, Youtube, Facebook) selected musical artists were
requested to share a performance and showcase their musical work. 

We were able to work with 8 artists, from which 6 had not worked with
MUSE Arts before. 
The performances reached 283 views in our social platforms. 

Overview:

Sessions: 8  
Engaged artists: 8
Views on social platforms: 283
Funders: FACTOR Canada

Successes: 



Ties to community 
Artist Spotlight

5



Ties to community 
Holistic wellness
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Holistic Wellness 
Every Thursday in April

 

The second edition of Artistic Holistic Wellness was a space where MUSE
Arts hosted online talks exploring the artists medium of music, specifically
the healing powers of music. How music can be used as a medium of
expression, a tool for healing, and how it creates space for our
communities. It hosted 5 conversations with women from the music field
in Toronto. 

We reached over 500 people through this series. The conversations han
116 views on Youtube, and 497 views on Facebook. 
The artists who were part of these conversations were all women and
artists who had not worked with MUSE Arts before. 
The work Veronica did in regards to the curation of the series was very
assertive and well executed. 

Overview:

Sessions: 5
Engaged artists: 5
Views on social platforms: 613
Funders: FACTOR Canada

Successes: 



Ties to community 
Holistic wellness
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Artist Wellness
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Health and Safety: Working in Public Spaces 
Health and Safety: Working in Heights
Mental Health: Burnout

This second edition evidenced the dedication both organizations have
towards each other and left the door open for a third edition in 2023. 
The conversations reached 480 views on both Youtube and Facebook. 
The planning of these events has ran without major inconveniences as
both teams seem to be on the same page when it comes to the objectives
of the program. This has created a positive synergy between them. 

Overview:
During this year, we hosted the second edition of a 3 monthly panel series
held online in partnership with StreetArt Toronto. The panel discussions
explored how to take care of ourselves while working in public spaces and
continuing to shape community ties within the communities. With over 480
views in both Youtube and Facebook we were able to reach visual artists
through the following panels: 

Number of sessions: 3 (once a month)
Facilitators: 2 
Views on social platforms: 425 views
Partners: StreetArt Toronto
Funders:  StreetArt Toronto, City of Toronto

Successes: 

In partnership with StreetArt Toronto
Once a month 

Feb - April
 



Artist Wellness
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In partnership with StreetArt Toronto
Once a month 

Feb - April
 



Círculo de Conversaciones Sororas 
Zines Lab
Our World of a Thousand Colours
Smarts: In Harmony 
Cine Muse

Several programs were ran in the space and this allowed the Lab to have a
constant flow of members of the community and artists during the
summer. 
The programs had a steady affluence of people, although small, but
consistent. 

MUSE Arts wanted to create a space for emerging artists from equity-seeking
groups to showcase their work, access opportunities for professional
development, and to engage with communities. With the support of the
community. In celebration of Toronto Newcomer Day and during
HAPPENING Multicultural Festival, the doors of MUSE’s first physical space
opened. 

Programming:
Muse Arts Creative Lab hosted part of our yearly programming. There were 5
programs running throughout the summer. These were: 

Successes:

Creative Lab
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No. sessions: 6
Facilitators: 1 
Participants: 10
Used art forms: creative writing, mixed media, drawing

No. sessions: 5
Facilitators: 1 
Participants: 20
Used art forms: mixed media, drawing, creative writing, collage

No. sessions: 5
Facilitators: 1 
Participants: 15
Used art forms: painting, drawing, mixed media, collage

No. sessions: 8
Facilitators: 1 
Participants: 16
Used art forms: Music

No. sessions: 2
Facilitators: 1 
Participants: 10
Used art forms: audiovisuals

Programming:

Círculo de Conversaciones Sororas 

Zines Lab

Our World of a Thousand Colours

Smarts: In Harmony 

Cine Muse

** All Creative Lab programs used MUSE Arts materials and resources. 

Creative Lab
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Creative Lab
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4 Poetry Night
5 knowledge sharing workshops
2 smarts 
2 Art build
1 online Seminar
1 Networking event
1 Dance and performance night
1 Opening
1 Full day Festival (which contained 10 music and dance presentations)

75 Instagram and Facebook posts
190 new Instagram followers by the end of the festival

137 immigrant, refugee and newcomer artists hired 

11 volunteers
122 worked hours in total

Events:

 Social Media: 

 
Artists Involved:

 
Volunteers: 

Funders: Canada Council for the Arts
Partners: The Ontario Poetry Society, Creato

happening
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HAPPENING gave space to embrace the cultural richness of our city, while
creating professional development opportunities for artists. It offered a
platform for organizations to connect, and form meaningful collaborations.

May 1st - 31st

Having our own physical headquarters facilitated the logistics and
positioning of MUSE Arts as an organization at the moment of the
festival. It also allowed us to have a closer relationship with the
community of the sector and artists.

The Festival was a meeting point for the community. This specific
version was an opportunity for the artists to return to the scene after a
long period. This was clear from the comments and feedback from the
artists, who expressed that this was one of their first post-pandemic
events.

Successes:



happening
14

May 1st - 31st



At the end of both programs, it was possible to hold a feedback session with
all the program facilitators. This created a space for dialogue and proposals
about changes in the program.
Both cohorts culminated with the exhibition of their work where family and
friends could be part of. 
The second cohort’s location was ideal for this program, as it counted with
the necessary equipment and spaces for each workshop. 

Overview:
This was an interactive program, where MUSE Arts, in partnership with ClicClac
Collective worked side-by-side with dynamic groups of youth exploring
photography, self-expression, and life skills. This program had in person and
online components, which all concluded with a powerful exhibition of the
youth’s work. 

The program had two editions, one in partnership with COSTI and the latter
with the Canadian Centre for Victims of Torture. 

Workshops: 17 
Facilitators: 5
Participants: 25
Used art forms: photography, mixed media
Partners: COSTI, Canadian Centre for Victims of Torture, Clic Clac Collective
Funders: Toronto Arts Council (Newcomer and Refugee Engagement Program)

Successes: 

Visual Poetry
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COSTI: April - June
CCVT: July - September 



Visual Poetry
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Visual chronicles
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This project invited youth from Little Jamaica to identify spaces and
individuals that spark a sense of community pride. Participant’s works
were printed on large format and exhibition in outdoor public spaces
within the community. The call for submissions enabled us to attract 3
youth who stayed throughout the whole process. 

MUSE Arts was able to connect and establish relationship with local
businesses in Little Jamaica. 
3 pictures were successfully hung and displayed in local businesses. 
The 3 participants were part of the process from beginning to end. 

Overview: 

Workshops: 5
Facilitators: 4
Participants: 3
Used art forms: Photography
Partners: Centro Cultural Latinoamericano 
Funders: City of Toronto's Cultural Hotspot Spark Projects

Successes: 

Aug - Sept



Visual chronicles
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Aug - Sept



Financial Literacy & Taxes for artists and creatives
Social Media for Artists 101
Anti-Oppression Training for Artists and Facilitators
Networking event for artists and organizations 
Seminar Pedagogy and the Arts: Tools for Community development 

Identities and Territories talk 
Community arts and Cultural Abilities 
Cultural Management and Community Arts
Understanding & Applying Anti Oppression
International Cooperation for Social and Cultural Organizations

Networking event for artists & organizations 
Ongoing meet-ups for musicians and singers (In Harmony)

In person events had a positive turnout and impact in the community, as
it generated connections and relationships within artists from different
fields. 
MUSE Arts generated an online academic resource that will remain for
MUSE to continue to explore for training and certification processes that
can serve artists and communities.
The program was able to run successfully in the first year it was created.
smARTS created the opportunity to encompass a group of themes MUSE
has been exploring throughout different activities. 

Overview:
SmARTS facilitated several programs during the year, both online and in-
person. These programs and events not only enabled us to reach new
audiences from new fields, but they also gave the opportunity to create
pedagogical tools and audiovisual material that will serve as significant
training information for new team members in the future. 

As part of the online events MUSE Arts hosted:

The online component also included the creation of video talks:

In-person events:

Funders: Canada Council for the Arts

Successes:

smarts
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smarts
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MUSE Arts had an impactful participation at Nuit Blanche 2022. The
exhibition hosted inside the Creative Lab opened its doors to around 350
people who followed an interactive installation, ending on the creation
and decoration of a Dove of Peace. 

We received around 350 people during the event. 
More than 120 doves were created that night after the visitants
experienced the exhibit. 
According to the audience’s comments, the Doves of Peace installation
was one of the most engaging exhibits they had visited throughout the
night. 

Overview:

Successes: 

Nuit blanche
Doves of peace
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Oct 1st - 2nd



Nuit blanche
Doves of peace
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Oct 1st - 2nd



Voices of Wisdom
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MUSE Arts was able to deliver high-quality art workshops to the seniors.
As there was a notorious improvement on the complexity and execution
of the activities. 
The planning stage of the program was done properly, with enough time
to reframe or modify the activities. 
We were able to incorporate 2 new facilitators to the process, which gave
a fresh view to the program and opened the door for imagining new ways
to present the workshops. 

Overview:
Throughout the summer of 2022, we worked with over 60 seniors of the
Davenport community. Supporting their well-being by creating space for
creativity, leadership, healthy lifestyle mental health awareness and sense of
community.

Workshops: 14
Facilitators: 4
Participants: 40
Used art forms: mixed media, painting, creative writing, collage
Partners: Davenport Perth Community Centre
Funders: Government of Canada through their New Horizons Program

Successes: 

June - Nov



Voices of Wisdom
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June - Nov



Community arts residency
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The first one ran from March 9th - 14th (Quindío, Colombia)
The second one ran from Nov 6th - 18th (Cuba)
The third one ran from Nov 21st - Dec 1st (Quindío, Colombia)

Overview:
During 2022, MUSE arts was able to successfully run three cultural
residencies: two in Colombia and one in Cuba.

The three residencies engaged with over 40 artists from Colombia, Canada,
Guatemala, and Cuba. 

The Colombian residencies impacted several communities in various towns of
el Quindío, Colombia by carrying out several art workshops in schools and
transitional housings. 

One of the biggest achievements of the second residency was the ideation,
planning and creation of a 26 metre-long mural in Barrio Ceilán. The process
involved a community consultation within the neighbourhood, passing
through all the stages of creation, resulting in an inaugural event where more
than 50 people assisted.

Within the residencies, there was a strong youth mentorship system in place,
where professional visual artists shared knowledge with young aspiring
artists during the painting process.

**As of Dec 29th 2022, feedback recollection process is still in place. 



Community arts residency
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                community members were directly impacted through
more than 17 programs.  

                community members were reached through our online
programming and materials; such as talks, panels, seminars,
and artistic presentations.

1 Creative Lab  
17 Art-based Community Engagements Programs 
1 Month-long Multi-Arts Festival 
1 Immersive installation at Nuit Blanche
3 International Engagements through Residences
and Cultural Exchanges in Latin America and the
Caribbean 

2022 left us with:
 

1,500

2,500

We are grateful for all what we
accomplished.


